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On August 30th, a virtual meeting was held in Tehran between high-ranking Iranian 

military and security officials and Iran's Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei. The meeting was 
scheduled after several complaint letters from the high ranking military and security 
officials were not answered by the supreme leader, and a long face-to-face meeting 
between some of the officials and Masoud Khamenei, one of the sons of the supreme 
leader. During the four-hour virtual meeting, the military and security commanders 
expressed their dissatisfaction with the government's purging of Nezam (Regime) senior 
officers, initiated by another supreme leader son, Mojtaba Khamenei.
The military and security officials' complaints were focused on the fact that they were by
passed by Mojtaba on key personnel issues including staff appointments and firings and 
the fact that the IRGC Intelligence Organization was collecting information against them 
from their staffs without their knowledge.
The purges and the surveillance by IRGC intelligence personnel undermined the 
authority of the military and security apparatus, the officials stated. General Aziz Jafari, a 
former IRGC chief commander, was one of the dissidents. Following the virtual meeting 
with the supreme leader, Khamenei sided with his son, Mojtaba, and the actions he took 
of going around the military and security officials and surveilling their commands. Ali 
Khamenei went a step further: Fie threatened the commanders if they did not comply 
with the decisions Mojtaba was taking even though he was not consulting with them.
In fact, Mojtaba Khamenei established an organization named "Central Office" whose 
mandate it has been to purge key officials from military and security institutions at the 
regime's core, such as the Beyt, Seda va Sima, the "military, security and intelligence" 
services as well as the leaders' representatives across the country under the auspices of 
fighting corruption and "rejuvenation." Mojtaba has two goals: (1) Try to force the 
Regime's hard core to be more loyal and more efficient to the regime's leadership, and 
(2) Pave the way for him to succeed his father, before the supreme leader dies.
Since Mojtaba's purge is, by design, bypassing senior officials in key military and security 
organizations, it has caused considerable dismay and dissatisfaction among them, which 
has only worsened since the meeting with the supreme leader on August 30th.

The changes made by the "Central Office" and Ali Khamenei's approval of its work are 
now causing growing resentment and resistance by various bands in the powerful 
government institutions impacted by the changes. In turn, these institutions are in crisis 
mode. And, there is growing dysfunction in key segments of the regime, as a result, and 
the regime's effectiveness is also being called into question both inside key government 
circles and outside of them. It is not clear at this time what impact these internal regime 
dynamics will have on the rule of the Supreme Leader and who may succeed him.
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